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When coming up with the theme for TEDxUF 2021, we wanted to encapsulate the spirit of 
interdisciplinary collaboration so prominently displayed throughout 2020 into 2021. Over the 
past year, our normal social habits were translated to social distancing, remote working, virtual 
learning and many more adjectives to signify the community’s physical separation. However, 
our communities still found a way to stay connected.

The Gainesville and UF community rallied to develop solutions for online learning, preservation 
of local businesses, and promotion of residents’ safety and health. In tandem, the TEDxUF 
team successfully pivoted its 2020 conference to an entirely virtual format in only a few 
months while simultaneously planning the TEDxUF 2021 conference. We believe the creativity 
and innovation that underpins these accomplishments elevates Gainesville as a whole. This 
conference is TEDxUF’s celebration of the collaborative environment UF and Gainesville have 
fostered despite all the challenges of 2020. 

With this in mind, we were inspired to find and highlight ideas central to reimagining 
collaboration. This conference gives a platform to community leaders from all disciplines 
and fields to encompass every aspect of our vibrant community. After listening to countless 
interviews and voices, the theme for TEDxUF 2021 practically wrote itself - Synergy: 
Connections & Intersections.

Thank you for continuing to support TEDxUF and the ideas we want to showcase to the 
community. TEDxUF 2021 would not have been possible without your support. Welcome to 
TEDxUF: Synergy, and we hope you enjoy the talks.

WELCOME LETTER

Jada Lewis
Curator

Alexander Kane
Executive Director + Licensee

TEDxUF: SYNERGY
Connections and Intersections

12th Annual Conference 

SYNERGY: The interaction of two or more parts to give rise to a single, 
stronger entity. Whether this model is applied to substances, people, or 
corporations, we cannot deny the powerful value collaboration brings to a 
community. Individual perspectives are the crux of progress that merge to form 
a holistic solution. Just by reimagining how we combine singular pieces of the 
puzzle, the new systems we create may be limitless. 

TEDxUF's 2021 Annual Conference is dedicated to showcasing the success we 
achieve just by harnessing the power of partnership and collaboration. As a hub 
for research and innovation, the University of Florida is now regarded as the top 6 
public research university. This status is attributed to its many entities which make 
the whole. At TEDxUF 2021, delve deep into the minds behind entrepreneurship, 
problem-solving, and creativity in the Gainesville and UF community.

3 Day Conference: April 9, 10, 11

PRE-FEST: Friday, April 9
Location: Heartwood Sounstage
Time: 6PM - 9PM EST
What: An in-person expo at Heartwood Soundstage from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. There 
will be tabling from local and student organizations, engagement activities, food 
trucks, live music, and art installations. No talks will be presented on this day. 

CONFERENCE DAY 1: Saturday, April 10
Location: Zoom Webinar
Time: 3PM - 5:30PM EST
What: Virtual conference with live streamed talks

CONFERENCE DAY 2: Sunday, April 11
Location: Zoom Webinar
TIme: 12PM - 2:30PM EST
What: Virtual conference with live streamed talks
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Kimberly Moore, PhD, is a professor of Environmental Horticulture 
located off-campus at UF IFAS Fort Lauderdale Research and 
Education Center.She graduated with an MS and PhD from Iowa 
State University and earned her BS from Eastern Illinois University. 
She has been at UF since 1995 and her expertise is in Plant nutrition. 
She has a big passion for teaching and conducting research on 
sustainable management of plants in the landscape and greenhouse.

Talk description:
In her take-home talk, Kimberly Moore, Ph.D. shares the issue with 

the overused practice of “set it and forget it” when dealing with sprinkler systems. Her group’s research 
shows that most established landscapes and grasses do not need the excess irrigation we provide 
them in order to remain healthy, which comes at the cost of our rapidly-depleting freshwater sources. 
Moore proves how a seemingly tiny change can add up to tremendous savings for the good of both 
people, and plants.

Kimberly Moore, Ph.D.

Dr. Nancy Ruzycki holds a BS in chemistry and education from 
USF, a Master’s in Applied Physics from the University of Louisiana, 
Lafayette, and a Ph.D. in Solid State Physics from Tulane University. 
She currently is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of Materials 
Science and Engineering and conducts research in 3D printing, 
STEM education and professional development. 

Talk description: 
In her talk, Nancy Ruzycki, Ph.D., aims to challenge the education of 
young adults in the American Education system and proposes a new 
style of teaching, models. Through her groundbreaking research at University of Florida, Dr. Ruzycki 
works alongside Florida school teachers on implementing models in everyday school life, creating a 
foundation that allows young adults to process and implement their own models into the real world. 
From cats to Red vs. Blue Politics, Dr. Ruzycki changes the way we look at our education system and 
proposes a revolutionary idea that can change the education system as we know it. 

Dr. Nancy Ruzycki

CONFERENCE ITINERARY

DR. NANCY RUZYCKI
A Model Love Story For Education

KIMBERLY MOORE, PH.D.
Turn Off Your Sprinklers - Your Plants Aren’t That Thirsty

DR. MICAH E. JOHNSON
Never Had A Friend

NIGEL DAVIS
BYOB Generation (How to: Be Your Own Boss)

MICHELE HIMADI (PIANO PERFORMANCE)

HANNAH DIASTI
Cooking Up Connection: Building Community Starts With You

DAY 1: April 10

CARLA LEWIS-MILES
Putting Partnership Before Protest: Building Collaborations To Address Social Issues

GISELLE FELICE SAN FILIPPO
I Challenge The Patriarchal Norm One Song At A Time

DR. THOMAS ANGELINI
We Hold A 3D Bioprinting Breakthrough In Our Hands

DR. DELLA V. MOSLEY
Moving From ‘Woke’ To Working For Black Futures

ALYSSA THOMAS (SINGING PERFORMANCE)

DR. TERRY HARPOLD
Why Must We More Creatively Imagine Our Climate Futures?

DAY 2: APRIL 11
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Nigel Davis is a graduate of the University of Florida and currently 
works at Microsoft as a software engineer. In addition to his day job, 
Nigel is the CEO of Grapevine Campus, a technology startup with 
the mission of creating a sense of belonging for marginalized and 
underrepresented college students. 

Talk description:
You are a creator. Whether that’s creating a clothing line, a recipe, 
or even a TikTok, we all have the innate desire to rearrange old 

ideas into something new. In the past, creative endeavors like these were seen as hobbies, but 
this generation is redefining what a career can look like. However, as a creator in an era where 
advertisements, social media and entertainment simultaneously compete for our attention, it can 
feel impossible to get our ideas to break through the noise. In his talk, Nigel Davis describes the 
importance of ideas standing out and explains the four steps to creating a product that resonates in a 
time when attention is at a premium. 

Nigel Davis

Dr. Micah E. Johnson is a sociologist trained in criminology and 
psychiatric epidemiology. He serves as an Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Mental Health Law and Policy at the University 
of South Florida. Dr. Johnson’s research centers around childhood 
trauma, behavioral health, and juvenile justice. His research has 
been funded by the National Institutes of Health. He has been an 
advocate for social justice for the past 14 years. Dr. Johnson trains, 
speaks, and teaches internationally on topics related to trauma, 
poverty, antiracism, and sustainable peace. 

Talk description: 
Dr. Micah E. Johnson performs a breathtaking memoir monologue entitled “Never Had a Friend.” The 
talk describes his experiences with homelessness as a child and how he learned the meaning of 
friendship and the value of artistic expressions. The piece features diverse types of performance art, 
including lecture, drama, comedy, poetry, and storytelling. Dr. Johnson delivers a captivating lesson on 
trauma, race, poverty, and the power of friendship to foster resilience. He hopes the talk will help foster 
support and compassion for disadvantaged children.

Dr. Micah E. Johnson

Carla Lewis-Miles, a Gainesville native, is a community activist 
who is dedicated to finding solutions to addressing the plight of 
underserved communities at risk for gentrification. Previously a 
nurse, Miles left the field after realizing that our communities are 
under attack by predatory developers, unfair development practices 
and a lack of protective city policies. She works closely with local, 
state, and national leaders to develop policies to protect citizens and 
promote healthy and equitable community development.

Talk description:
In her talk, Carla Lewis-Miles uses an antidote from her childhood to help her community create 
dialogue and ease historical tensions between African American Communities and the University of 
Florida located in her hometown of Gainesville. Carla suggests moving past current protests over 
luxury student housing in distressed neighborhoods towards partnership with the University of Florida 
instead. Carla empolores the University of Florida, local governments and community organizations 
to create a collaborative model of development that can set an example for other college towns 
experiencing gentrification.

Carla Lewis-Miles

Hannah Diasti
Hannah Diasti is a First Generation Egyptian-American woman and 
Senior Undergraduate student at the University of Florida studying 
Biology, Women’s Studies, and Health Disparities in Society. In the 
Gainesville community, she has served various populations in many 
capacities as the President of a non-profit student-run volunteer 
organization, Footprints: Buddy and Support Program, Co-Founder 
and Co-Editor-In-Chief of a Gainesville based publication designed 
to be a platform for diverse voices and experiences, DayDream 
Magazine, and patient advocate for the underserved community 
through her role as a Care Coordinator with the Mobile Outreach 
Clinic. Following graduation, she will be attending medical school in the hopes of continuing her 
passion for service in underserved and marginalized communities. Outside of academics, she finds 
happiness in spending quality time with her friends and family and immersing in her communities 
through service, advocacy, and lots of cooking.
          
Talk description:
In her talk, Hannah Diasti opens an opportunity for every individual to be a community builder. 
Using her own experience with food and cooking, she highlights the way our interests can bridge 
connections across diverse communities through the efforts already invested in our passionate 
interests. 
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Dr. Terry Harpold completed his undergraduate studies at the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook – English BA – followed 
by a year abroad, studying philosophy and literary theory in Paris. 
Graduate school (PhD) in Comparative Literature at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He began teaching at the University of Florida in late 
2000, where his teaching and research have been primarily in new 
media theory, digital humanities, science fiction, climate studies, 
and environmental humanities. He’s been nominated five times 
for College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Mentoring and Teaching 
Awards, and was a winner of the CLAS Teacher of the Year Award in 2008 and 2020.

Talk description: 
Terry Harpold, Ph.D, describes works of art, myth, and fiction that open us to the vital connectivity 
between our observations of the natural world and the products of our creative imagination. Our 
responses to climate crisis in the coming century, he proposes, must go beyond practical solutions, 
however essential they will be. We must also embrace vital connectivity and its recreation of new and 
lasting meaning in a world in crisis.

Dr. Terry Harpold
Dr. Angelini received his Ph.D. in physics from the University of Illinois 
in 2005, where he studied the self-assembly of proteins, lipids, 
DNA, and viruses. In 2010, he completed his postdoctoral training at 
Harvard University, where he studied collective cell migration and 
bacterial biofilm growth and spreading. Today, an associate professor 
in the Department of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering at 
the University of Florida, his work focuses on cell-assembly and 
collective motion in 3D cell populations, 3D printing of soft matter, 
and lubrication of soft interfaces. Dr. Angelini has published more 
than 80 peer-reviewed research papers and has won the NSF 
CAREER award.

Talk description: 
In his talk, Thomas Angelini, Ph.D., discusses the importance of hand sanitizer in the world of  3D 
bioprinting. Although a common household item, Dr. Angelini believes hand sanitizer can be the 
breakthrough medium for soft matter research which can lead to further advancements in medicine, 
specifically that of oncology. 

Dr. Thomas Angelini

Giselle Felice San Filippo
Giselle Felice is an accomplished performer, songwriter, and 
creative entrepreneur from Orlando, Florida. She holds a BA in 
Business Administration with a specialization in International Studies 
and a minor in Jazz Studies from the University of Florida Honors 
Program. Giselle has also worked at the U.S. Department of State in 
their Music Diplomacy division and has taught two undergraduate 
music industry courses at UF. As a songwriter, Giselle is particularly 
passionate about advocating for the empowerment of girls and 
women. Giselle is currently the vocalist and manager for the music 
duo, @giselleanderik, and is pursuing a Masters in Entrepreneurship 
at UF.

Talk Description: 
Giselle San Filippo, a songwriter and entrepreneur, uses her music as a way to empower girls and 
women. In her talk, she details her journey through writing her song “Frame of Mind” and shares how 
both songwriters and audiences alike can participate in songwriting for social advocacy.

Dr. Della V. Mosley is a Black, queer, feminist, scholar, activist, and 
healer committed to liberation. Today, she is an Assistant Professor 
in the American Psychological Association accredited Counseling 
Psychology Program in the Psychology Department at UF. She 
leads the Wellness, Equity, Love, Liberation, and Sexuality (WELLS) 
Healing and Research Collective and co-founded the Academics for 
Black Survival and Wellness (#Academics4BlackLives). Dr. Della’s 
research focuses on facilitating the wellness of Black and/or queer 
and transgender People of Color and has been published in top-tier 
journals.

Talk description: 
How do we turn our chants of “Black Lives Matter” into a reality? In this talk, Dr. Della V. Mosley 
answers this question by showing us how we can move past being “woke” and towards actively 
fighting for Black survival, wellness, and ultimately, liberation. 

Dr. Della V. Mosley
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THANK YOU
 to the TEDxUF team, speakers, Heartwood Soundstage, and 

Sponsors for making TEDxUF2021: Synergy a reality!

Jada Lewis
Curator

Alexander Kane
Executive Director + Licensee

Astrid Rojas
Assistant Social Media Director

Brooke Bernstein
Speaker Director

Chhaya Patel
Partnership + Finance Director

Devin Katz
Partnership + Finance Director

Eli Nino
Creative Director

Gina Misener
Media Director

Grace Korsmo
Set Designer

Jess Smith
PR + Engagement Director

Laurel Arnold
Assistant Set Designer

Robyn Natherson
Operations Director

Sahil Deschenes
Opoerations Director

SPEAKER TEAM
Rakan Alshaibi _________________
Daniel Funston _________________
Sydney Watson _________________
Melanie Halem _________________
Zahra Khan ____________________
Joshua Pinto ___________________
Areesha Razi ___________________
Victoria Wehling ________________
Mallika Jain ____________________ 

Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach
Speaker Coach

MEDIA TEAM

CREATIVE TEAM

Jade Le _____________________
Sarah Tang __________________
Katrina Lee _____________________

Graphic Designer
Graphic Designer

Videographer

Eileen Calub _______________________
Kayla Chandler _____________________
Naz Hussein _______________________
Claudia Surrentini ___________________
Kristen Thompson ____________________
Lauren Bonet _________________

Copywriter
Copywriter
Copywriter
Copywriter

Historian
Newsletter Writer

Lucy Nguyen
Creative Director

PR + ENGAGEMENT TEAM

Olivia Howard _________________
Nicole Rodriguez ________________
Sneha Suresh __________________
Charmi Desai _____________________
Courtney Sgaliardich _______________
Sarah Husney ___________
Khylin Bellhorn __________
Gina LoGiudice ______________
Zack Savitsky __________
Rakan Alshaibi ___________________

Lab Coordinator
PR Coordinator
PR Coordinator 

Ambassador
Ambassador 

Podcast Producer/Editor
Podcast Producer/Editor

Podcast Consultant
Podcast Content Designer

Podcast Host

OPERATIONS TEAM

Alexia Walker _____________
Adam Conybear _________
Matt Guernier ___________
Kailey McDonald _________

Volunteer Coordinator
App and Web Developer

Performance Coordinator
Technology Coordinator

PARTNERSHIP +  
FINANCE TEAM

Bingying Dong ___________
Romil Patel ______________
Shannon Sawtell _________
Fedelle Dort _____________
Zoe Fang _______________
Zak Fishman ____________
Brittany Bryant ___________

Partnership Coordinator
Partnership Coordinator
Partnership Coordinator
Partnership Coordinator
Partnership Coordinator
Partnership Coordinator
Parnership Coordinator

Lynne Imamura Jessica Hames

EMCEES
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SPONSORS


