
P A R A D O X



TEDxUF: Paradox | 32 | TEDxUF: Paradox

W E L C O M E  L E T T E R

Hello friends, 
 
I know one thing: that I know nothing. Paradox was born in June 2019 as a one-word encapsulation 
for the campus and community we found ourselves in as passing players on the stage we call 
Gainesville, Florida. A paradox is the intersection of contradicting concepts that reveal a greater 
truth. What better way to make sense of the polarization we saw around us from politics to culture 
to education to faith? We were uncomfortable with the dissonance, and we wanted to turn up the 
volume. 
 
I know one thing, that I know nothing. Paradox has been in our lives for over 16 months now. 
We thought Paradox had a shelf-life of nine months before we turned the page to plan the next 
conference. Yet, here we are, seven months almost to the date when the original conference was 
supposed to take place in a very different way.  
 
I know one thing, that I know nothing. The rifts we saw 16 months ago have deepened in the 
wake of COVID-19, white supremacy and ever-accelerating climate change. As the walls of old 
institutions crumble, new tomorrows are being built. We could not have foreseen the relevance of 
the speakers and ideas chosen in a very different time, and we are excited to show you how the 16 
months have evolved the ideas presented and the team presenting them. 
 
I know one thing, that I know nothing. Paradox versions 1.0 and 2.0 would not be possible without 
the many students, alumni, speakers, performers and partners who’ve weaved in out of the creation 
of this event. Apeksha and Ana, working with you both was what I imagine being on the dream 
team of the Olympics is like. Thank you for your expertise, patience and inspiration. Particular and 
effusive praise goes to Alexander Kane and Jada Lewis for taking lemons and turning them into 
chocolate souffle. That’s right. Didn’t see that coming. 
 
I know one thing, that I know nothing. And that’s a great place to be when watching a TEDxUF 
conference. I’ll be logging-on in my pajamas right along with you to learn, discover and challenge. 
 
Thank you for coming along with us, 
Hannah Beatty 

Curator 2019-2020

ABOUT TED AND TEDx

TED is a nonprofit organization devoted to Ideas Worth 
Spreading, usually in the form of short, powerful talks (18 
minutes or fewer) delivered by today’s leading thinkers and 
doers. TED stands for Technology, Entertainment, and Design––
three areas that are collectively shaping our future. Many of these 
talks are given at TED’s annual conference in Vancouver, and 
made available for free on TED.com. Past TED speakers include 
Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, Simon Sinek, Sir Richard Branson, Sarah 
Silverman, Al Gore, Stephen Hawking, and Salman Khan.
 

TEDx, where x = independently organized TED event, is a 
program created by TED to bring communities together by 
sharing TED-like experiences locally. At a TEDx event, hand-
picked live speakers combine with TED Talk videos to spark 
deep discussions and human connection. The TED Conference 
provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual 
TEDx events are self-organized and subject to certain rules and 
regulations.

ABOUT TEDxUF

TEDxUF strives to connect the bold ideas of both the University 
of Florida and the greater Gainesville community. The University 
of Florida is rising as a current top ten public institution, 
producing cutting edge research and students entering the 
workforce at highly competitive levels. Combining this energized, 
top-tier research community with the vibrant artistic and cultural 
community of Gainesville creates a unique audience for TEDxUF.
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C O N F E R E N C E  I T I N E R A RY

DAY 1 

RIK STEVENSON, Ph.D.             10
Dismantling Four Myths About the Middle Passage 

KEVIN JONES, Ph.D.              12
Increasing Social Literacy In Future Innovators

SARAH GOFF               14
Reinventing The Reuse Economy To Fight Climate Change

DAY 2 

TAYLOR WILLIAMS               22
Why We Fear Public Speaking

IMRE BARTOS, Ph.D.              24
Seeing The Unseeable With Multimessenger Astrophysics

ETHAN KUTLU               26
Why You Shouldn’t Judge An Accent

DAY 3

ALEXANDRIA BRADY-MINÉ             34
Empowering Young Leaders To Change The World

VALERIA KLEIMAN, Ph.D.              36
How Scientists Shape Science Itself

DELAINA PARRISH                38
Why Businesses Must Be Fearless With Disability Inclusion

C U S T O M I Z E  Y O U R 
Z O O M  B A C K G R O U N D

What does ‘Paradox’ mean to you? 
Show us with your zoom background!!

1. Click arrow next to video icon
2. Choose virtual background
3. Click plus sign on the right of the window
4. Find photo to set as background that 
corresponds with ‘paradox’ theme



D AY  1 
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ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITY ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITY

i S P Y
Can you find the following items?

1. Gator Hat          2. Paradox ‘X’        3. RTS Bus        4. Hippodrome       
5. Gator Flag        6. Gator Lanyard        7. Century Tower        8. Albert & Alberta 
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ABOUT – Dr. Robert L. Stevenson, Jr., is a Visiting Assistant Professor of African American 
Studies at the University of Florida. Dr. Stevenson holds two Master’s Degrees from 
Fuller Theological Seminary, a Doctorate in Divinity from the Southern California School 
of Ministry, and a Ph.D. from Michigan State University in African American and African 
Studies. His research examines the role of suicide by drowning as a form of resistance 
during the Transatlantic Slave Trade. He is a certified scuba diver and has been involved in 
multiple underwater expeditions. His maritime interests are in the research and recovery of 
sunken slave vessels.

R I K
S T E V E N S O N ,
P H . D .

A MESSAGE FROM RIK STEVENSON –
This TedxUF talk highlights four myths 
associated with the African and African 
American presence in these United States. 
I contend that except for the indigenous 
American Natives, the African descendants 
are the only other group of people on the 
continent that did not travel here by choice.

The results of this analysis offers an 
alternative perspective to the Middle 
Passage and the many suicides by drowning 
which served as a form of resistance during 
the Transatlantic Slave Trade.
This talk challenges the complexities of 
racial politics based on skin color and 
reminds us that this country’s wealth and 
global economic engagement is a direct 
result of the blood, sweat and tears of 
Africans in diaspora.

Therefore, it is inappropriate considering 
the fact that we fought in every war, 
only to return to America to be lynched 

and murdered at the hands of white 
supremacists who could not bear the fact 
that Black people would dedicate their 
lives and service to these United States of 
America.

So please stop telling us to go back to 
where we came from, because we didn’t ask 
to come here in the beginning. But since 
we’re here, we aren’t leaving.
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K E V I N
J O N E S ,

P H . D .
ABOUT – Dr. Kevin S. Jones is a Distinguished 
Professor and holds the Fredrick N Rhines Chair 
in the Department of Materials Science and 
Engineering (MSE) at UF. He received his BS in MSE 
from the University of Florida in 1980 and his MS 
and PhD in MSE in 1987 from the U.C. Berkeley. He 
has spent the past 33 years as a professor at the 
University of Florida studying electronic materials. 
He has published over 400 technical articles.   He 
is a fellow of the Materials Research Society (MRS), 
the American Society of Materials (ASM) and the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
(IEEE). He has won many awards including the 1990 
Presidential Young Investigator Award from NSF, 
the 2013 North American SEMI Award and the 2018 
North America Award for Outstanding Contributions 
to Materials Education. In 2018 he was named the 
UF Teacher/Scholar of the Year and in 2020 he 
was awarded the National Outstanding Materials 
Educator Award by ASEE

A MESSAGE FROM DR. KEVIN JONES –
The development of the Impact of Materials on 
Society class has been truly an International Team 
Effort. The class was created from a vision I shared 
with Dr. Sophia Acord in Sociology at the University 
of Florida in 2010 and she should be the first to be 
acknowledged because without her enthusiasm 
and amazing spirit this would not have happened. 
The team we assembled was nothing short of 
spectacular in the giving of their time and effort 
to create this class. Everyone below contributed 
significantly. I would like to specifically acknowledge 
the UF faculty in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences who have volunteered to develop, update 

and teach their lectures  for  the  last  decade. They  
call  themselves Team IMOS and their dedication to 
this course has been so  inspiring  and  this  would  
not  have  been possible without them. 

I would also like to specifically acknowledge Dr. 
Jenny Andrew a professor in Materials Science 
and Engineering who is the host for all the videos. 
She spent a significant amount of time on various 
locations filming these videos and becoming our 
star of stage and screen. Another person deserving 
of special recognition is Pam Hupp at the Materials 
Research Society. She has been a huge driving force 
behind organizing all for the hundreds of meetings, 
collecting the data, providing input on content 
and has been critical in steering this ship. Over 
50 Scientists from around the world contributed 
significant time, effort and content to the class. I am 
extremely grateful for their help and the support 
of UF, DoD, NSF and MRS. Finally I would like 
to acknowledge the tremendous help of Debra 
Dauphin-Jones who has spent countless hours 
editing lectures, adding content, sharing ideas and 
who is also a co-editor on the open source textbook 
for the class.  Thank you everyone!!

Sean Adams, History
Marsha Bryant, English
Florin Curta, History
Mary Ann Eaverly, Classics
Bonnie Effros, History
Susan Gillespie, Anthropology
Ken Sassaman, Anthropology
Augusto Oyuela-Caycedo, Anthropology
Haven Hawley, Special and Area Studies Collections
Kyle Riding, Civil Engineering
Terry Harpold, English

NOTES
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      



TEDxUF: Paradox | 15

ABOUT – Sarah Goff is the executive director and co-founder of The Repurpose Project  : 
a non-profit junk shop, creative-reuse center, and architectural salvage operation in 
Gainesville, Florida, that is developing innovative ways to reduce waste and keep hard-to-
salvage material out of the waste stream. Sarah grew up on the island of Kwajalein, in the 
Marshall Islands where she spent her childhood collecting trash and shell on the beach to 
make art. She saw firsthand the issues of trash and plastic in the ocean and now watches 
as her beloved childhood home, which stands just six feet above sea level, disappears 
because of climate change and sea-level rise. After graduating from Kwajalein High School, 
Sarah moved to Sarasota, Florida, and earned a BA in Natural Science and Fine Art from 
New College of Florida. She then moved to New York City and earned a fashion design 
degree from Parsons School of Design. The Repurpose Project is a perfect combination of 
her passions: art, science, and a larger life-purpose of making the world a better place. 

S A R A H 
G O F F

A MESSAGE FROM SARAH GOFF – The 
seriousness and urgency of the climate 
crisis is upon us and we do not have time to 
be timid. We do not have time to overlook 
the major causes and solutions for this 
crisis. Overconsumption of resources is an 
overlooked cause of the climate crisis, and 
the importance of reusing resources is a 
very overlooked part of the climate crisis 
solution. Building a large reuse economy is a 
surprisingly simple and obvious solution that 
is rarely discussed.

A strong local reuse system makes a stronger 
and more resilient community. We have 
been catching glimpses of how fragile 
our systems are and how reliant we are on 
outside supply chains during recent world 
events such as the pandemic. We need to 
stop burying, incinerating, and shipping our 
discarded resources abroad and instead 
keep them circling in our communities for 

as long as possible. This system helps both 
local residents and our planet.

Thank you to my family, especially my 
partner, Brian, who is our primary childcare 
provider so I can do my work; my children 
for inspiring me to work harder for a healthy 
planet; and my parents for teaching me to 
conserve resources and for showing me 
how big and beautiful this planet is!

For a more in-depth view of our robust 
reuse economy vision, visit
www.repurposeproject.org

“We are using up the earth’s resources faster 
than the earth can generate them. Every 
time we throw something away, we are 
throwing away resources, many of them 
finite, in addition to all the energy that was 
used to manufacture and ship them.” 
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The University of Florida Warrington College of Business is one 
of the top public business schools in the world.
 
It is the birthplace of forward-thinking business leaders, setting 
students’ eyes on innovation and results. This is where difference 
makers are produced to shape businesses, non-profits, 
government, and eventually the world.
 
With 6,800+ students across seven undergraduate majors, six 
minors, eight master’s programs, one professional doctorate 
program and five Ph.D. programs, Warrington is a trusted 
source for business education from first-year undergraduates to 
experience C-suite executives.
 
This immersive experience in business education is championed 
by Warrington faculty members, who set the standard for 
productivity. The college’s 118 faculty members produced 175 
papers that were accepted or published during the 2019-2020 
academic year, making Warrington’s departments some of the 
most respected and productive in the world.
 
With a Business Career Services team designated specifically 
for Warrington students, graduates are coached and guided 
to a job that perfectly fits them. The college is also home 
to an International Programs office that helped 50 percent 
of undergraduate students graduate with an international 
experience.
 
Graduates leave the Warrington campus and head into their 
career with a network of Business Gators for the rest of their 
life. With 74,000+ alumni spread across the globe, Warrington 
graduates benefit from a network of Gators that know who they 
are because they know where they came from.
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1. Love      2. The number 8      3. A calendar      4. Glass      5. Your breath      
6. A wedding ring      7. Running out of gas      8. Pride       9. Your identity      
10. A preacher      11. Opportunity      12. Temper      13. This is the only number that 
includes all the digits arranged in alphabetical order      

R I D D L E S
Can you figure out the answers 

to these riddles?

1. I can’t be bought, but I can be stolen with a glance. I’m 
worthless to one, but priceless to two. What am I?

2. Turn me on my side and I am everything. Cut me in half and I 
am nothing. What am I?

3. No matter how little or how much you use me, you change me 
every month. What am I?

4. A red house is made from red bricks. A blue house is made 
from blue bricks. A yellow house is made from yellow bricks. 
What is a greenhouse made from?

5. What is harder to catch the faster you run?

6. What fastens two people yet touches only one?

7. What kind of running means walking?

8. What can be swallowed, but can also swallow you?

9. What can be stolen, mistaken, or altered, yet never leaves you 
your entire life?

10. He has married many women, but has never been married. 
Who is he?

11. What has no hands but might knock on your door, and if it 
does you better open up?

12. I can be short and sometimes hot. When displayed, I rarely 
impress. What am I?
13. What is so special about the number 8,549,176,320?

14. Who makes it, has no need of it. Who buys it, has no use for it. 
Who uses it can neither see nor feel it. What is it?

15. What runs all around a backyard, yet never moves?

16. What tastes better than it smells?

17. What has a bottom at the top?

18. How far can you run into the woods?

19. What can’t talk but will reply when spoken to?

20. What building has the most stories?

21. What gets wetter the more it dries?

22. What can go around the world while remaining in a corner?

23. What is full of holes but still holds water?

24. What comes once in a minute,
twice in a moment,
but never in a thousand years?

14. A coffin      15. A fence      16. A tongue      17. Legs    18. Halfway. After that, you’re 
running out of the woods      19. An echo      20. The library      21. A towel      22. A 

stamp      23. Sponge      24. The letter ‘M’
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ABOUT 

Taylor Williams is the creative director of Guts 
& Glory GNV, a live storytelling organization, 
and the lead facilitator of Guts & Glory Creative 
Consulting.  She has been studying and 
performing improv comedy and storytelling 
for over 11 years, and has been a speaker for 
20. She got her start in New York City where 
she trained with Upright Citizens Brigade and 
worked as a commercial actress. She offers 
trainings and keynotes around communication, 
storytelling, public speaking, and company 
culture, and also serves as an event host and 
emcee. She holds an advanced certificate 
in Design Thinking and Communicating for 
Impact, allowing her to use human-centered 
design in the consulting work she does. She is 
an adjunct lecturer at the University of Florida in 
the College of Journalism in the undergraduate 
and graduate programs (focusing on 
storytelling, communication, personal branding 
podcasting,)  and serves as a consultant with UF 
MBA programs. She is currently writing a book 
about public speaking. Taylor is a graduate of 
UF, with a BA in business and an M.Ed. and Ed.S. 
in mental health. 

www.gutsandglorycreativeconsulting.com 
www.gutsandglorygnv.com

A MESSAGE FROM 
TAYLOR WILLIAMS

One could argue that there’s no worse time 
to improve public speaking skills, when we’re 
limited in how we can physically be present with 
each other in the same space. But I’m going 
to advocate for the opposite. I actually think 
this is a strangely beautiful time to become 
better speakers, especially if we can see public 
speaking more as “presenting ourselves to 
the world.” If we hold this moment in time as 
a special way to face our fears around public 
speaking, try it in more venues (hello, Zoom 
calls!) and to connect more deeply with others 
- then we’re finding a uniquely powerful way 
to improve our skills during an otherwise very 
difficult time.

Do you know what one of the biggest 
struggles of remote work has been during this 
pandemic? Loneliness. Virtually, we feel it  - 
even more strongly – the absence of the human 
relationships that make us feel whole. We need 
each other. We need to keep learning how to 
present ourselves in listening-heavy, vulnerable, 
open ways.

We can use our Covid-induced public speaking 
practice sessions as opportunities to get reps in 
presentation skills, but also as connection points 
to the people who surround us, both loved ones 
and strangers alike.
 

TAY L O R
W I L L I A M S
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ABOUT

Dr. Imre Bartos received his PhD 
from Columbia University, where he 
subsequently remained as a lecturer and 
then research scientist, before joining 
the faculty at the University of Florida. His 
broad field of interest is multi-messenger 
astrophysics. He primarily studies extreme 
cosmic processes related to the formation 
and evolution of black holes. Dr. Bartos 
is a member of the LIGO Scientific 
Collaboration and the LISA Consortium 
and is an associate member of the IceCube 
Collaboration. He also serves as an 
associate member of the Commission of 
Astroparticle Physics of the International 
Union of Pure and Applied Physics. 

Dr. Bartos was awarded the Alfred P. Sloan 
Research Fellowship and the University 
of Florida’s Excellence Award, both in 
2020. He was part of a Grand Challenges 
Explorations Team supported by the Bill 
& Melinda Gates Foundation. He was the 
recipient of the Allan M. Sachs Teaching 
Award, and was a finalist for Columbia’s 

I M R E
B A RT O S ,

P H . D .
Presidential Teaching Award. As a member 
of the LIGO Collaboration, he was the 
co-recipient, among others, of the 2016 
Breakthrough Prize, Gruber Prize, Einstein 
Medal, and the Bruno Rossi Prize.

A MESSAGE FROM 
IMRE BARTOS

Further reading about the four messengers:

Gamma Rays
Neutrinos
Gravitational Waves
Heavy Elements
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ABOUT - Ehan Kutlu is a PhD candidate in the 
University of Florida’s Linguistics department, 
and a proud member of the Brain Cognition 
and Development Lab in Psychology. He is 
trained as a cognitive scientist and specializes 
in language use, specifically in places where 
more than two languages coexist, as well as 
on the outcomes of the interactions of these 
languages, their speakers, and their social 
networks. Ethan is particularly interested in 
impacts of language on visual perception and 
has been receiving training to understand these 
mechanisms in infants and adults using different 
behavioral and brain imaging techniques. Aside 
from his research, Ethan taught for over 3 years 
in the Linguistics department and was named an 
Anderson Scholar Faculty Honoree and received 
the 2019-2020 Graduate Student Teaching 
Award. Ethan also serves as the diversity leader 
in many organizations such as the Society 
for Research in Child Development and the 
Linguistic Society of America.

Ethan would like to thank Drs. Stefanie Wulff, 
Caroline Wiltshire, Debra Titone, Lori Altmann, 
Ratree Wayland for their help in conceptualizing 
this work, and Mehrgol Tiv, Ruo Feng, Sabrina 
Fiske, Danielle Sierra, Dylan Attlesey, Holly 
Redman, Jing Low, Sophie de Jong, and Eva 
Harvey for their help with the data collection. 
Ethan dedicates this talk to Dr. Lisa Scott, who 
immensely influenced his decision to give a TED 
talk, and to his wife Adriana Eliane Ojeda, for 
her love and continued support.

A MESSAGE FROM ETHAN KUTLU - When 
we talk about accents, we might be thinking 
of those who learned a new language 
later in life, retaining remnants of their first 

E T H A N 
K U T L U
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language. However, accents and accentedness 
judgements are not limited to those who 
learned a second or third language. A person or 
a community can be found accented regardless 
of how many languages are found within. Let’s 
look at a regional example. If you are from 
Miami, and were called out regarding your 
speech, it is because Miami English is a different 
variety within the general American English 
umbrella. The question then is: Who gets to 
decide what kinds of speech are accented? If 
everybody has an accent, but only some accents 
are being called out, it shows that the linguistic 
system that we built is perpetuating linguistic 
discrimination. One reason behind why we 
may be more prone to discriminating against 
some varieties than others stems from our lack 
of exposure to those varieties. For instance, 
we grew up hearing British English from more 
“sophisticated” TV or movie characters. How 
often have you seen a so-called “sophisticated” 
character speaking Indian English? This 
phenomenon is not limited to accents. We are 
also more prone to recognizing faces that we 
see more often. However, neither the ability to 
understand accents nor the ability to recognize 
faces is untrainable. Studies in our laboratory, 
the Brain Cognition and Development Lab at 
the University of Florida, show that even infants, 
during the first year of their lives, can be taught 
to individuate different faces or objects that they 
have never seen before. All we need is to use 
appropriate labelling, systematic exposure, and 
meaningful interactions. So, let’s build a world 
where we do not perpetuate biases by turning 
our backs to diversity, and instead, proactively 
seek out and build on early and varied 
experiences. For more information please visit 
www.ethankutlu.com.
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The Entrepreneurship & Innovation Center at the Warrington 
College of Business was created to teach, coach and inspire 
students to be entrepreneurial in their lives. The Center provides 
students with the tools and experiences necessary to creatively 
pursue new opportunities and innovations in the start-up, social 
and corporate venture arenas.
 
It’s also home to the Gator Hatchery student incubator 
and the Jeff Gold Experiential Learning Laboratory, which 
provide students with the opportunity to experience real-life 
entrepreneurship while still in school. When students graduate, 
they have the full understanding of what it takes to get their 
business idea off the ground, or they’re prepared to help a start-
up company grow.
 
The center assisted 300+ student ventures, hosted 25+ courses 
in entrepreneurship that impacted 2,500+ students, and reached 
3,500+ total students through entrepreneurship programming 
during the 2019-2020 academic year. It has also recently been 
named a finalist for the NASDAQ Center for Entrepreneurial 
Excellence award.
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D AY  3
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D E C O R AT E  Y O U R  O W N  X Grab your favorite art supplies and show us your creative skills!
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SPEAKER 3: ALEXANDRA BRADY-MINE
BIO AND TALK SUMMARY, etc.

Alexandria Brady-Miné is an internationally recognized social 
entrepreneur and activist on a mission to empower over one 
million young people to become changemakers by 2021. She 
founded the Human Projects at the age of seventeen. Now three 
years later, the Human Projects has worked with over 650,000 
individuals in 118 countries to empower young leaders to 
solve human rights issues in their own communities. Funded by 
organizations including General Motors, T-Mobile, and the Jane 
Goodall Institute, Alexandria is dedicated to continuing to build 
and rapidly scale innovative human rights educational programs 
that equip young people with the tools they need to make 
a difference.

A L E X A N D R I A
B R A D Y- M I N É
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VA L E R I A
K L E I M A N ,

P H . D .

ABOUT – Born in Argentina, Dr. Valeria 
Kleiman received her undergraduate 
Physical Chemistry degree from the 
Univ of Buenos Aires, and her Ph.D. 
from the University of Illinois @ Chicago. 
After working in National Laboratories 
in Washington D.C., Dr. Kleiman moved 
to Gainesville to start her independent 
professorial career in 2001, where she is 
currently a faculty in the Department of 
Chemistry at UF.  Dr Kleiman has received 
several national and international awards 
and has been named visiting professor in 
universities in Spain and Argentina.    Her 
research area of expertise is ultrafast 
laser spectroscopy of light-harvesting 
materials, exploring fundamental studies to 
understand how synthetic materials interact 
with light. The goal of her investigations is 
to understand the intrinsic properties of 
materials that could be used to improve 
harvesting of solar light to generate clean, 
renewable and sustainable forms of energy.  
Her research work has been primarily 

funded by the Department of Energy and 
the National Science Foundation and her 
work involves collaborations with scientists 
in the US, France, and her native Argentina. 
Her scientific and life experiences have 
led her to pursue new teaching horizons, 
developing an interdisciplinary course 
which combines her heritage as a Latina 
with her chemistry expertise (Chemistry 
in the Cocina Latina).  She is the current 
academic co-director of two UF programs 
facilitating student opportunities to take 
classes and perform research abroad, in 
more than 10 different countries. 
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ABOUT – Ms. Parrish is a 2020 Marketing graduate from the University of Florida with 
double minors in retail and entrepreneurship. While at UF, she helped redefine the 
culture of inclusion through personal advocacy and leadership for thousands of students 
with unique abilities. For that role, she is a much sought-after spokesperson on campus 
and within Florida, utilizing high tech augmentation communication. Delaina’s voice 
engages audiences with topics ranging from transitioning to college, adaptive fashion, life 
inspiration, and disability inclusion. Ms. Parrish has formed relationships with international 
brands such as Vera Bradley, Tommy Hilfiger and Zappos Adaptive, and is a brand 
ambassador for NuMotion Mobility, Tobii Dynavox, and Runway of Dreams, for whom she 
has modeled Tommy Hilfiger adaptive fashion on the runway of New York. Through these 
unique experiences and mentorships, Delaina has expanded “Fearless Independence, 
LLC” into a collaborative branding and entrepreneurial business. She hopes her dream 

D E L A I N A 
PA R R I S H

employer is listening to this talk, and invites 
to the corporate table!
A MESSAGE FROM DELAINA PARRISH – 
Learn more about Delaina and how she 
is turning her experiences with higher 
education, global fashion brands, and 
assistive technology into commerce. Shop 
shirts and more!
https://fearlessindependence.com/

Disability Employment & Awareness 
Resources:

Reflect & Discuss: What is your personal 
definition of “DIVERSITY” within the 
workplace?

Misunderstood and Misrepresented - what it 
means to be “diversish”

Companies – join The Valuable 500 
community

Tips and strategies for onboarding PWD
Continuing the Artificial Intelligence 
Conversation 

Reflect & Discuss: Do you think AI positively 
or negatively impacts PWD and who is 
responsible for shaping that narrative? 
Why?

While AI facilitates accessibility, controversy 
exists over the integrity of PWD’s privacy 
and safety

A relection on biases and “norms” created 
by AI developers

*PWD—people with disabilities
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bobgrahamcenter.ufl.edu

E N G A G E .  L E A D .  S E RV E .

The Bob Graham Center 
at the University of Florida 
is the place where all UF 
students can acquire the 
skills and knowledge to 
become effective citizens

The Center is a community 
of students, scholars 
and citizens who share a 
commitment to the civic 
culture of Florida, the 
nation and the world. 

Our programs provides 
students with wide-ranging 

opportunities to conduct 
research on important 
issues, learn from renowned 
leaders, and gain experience 
working in local, state and 
national government.

Stop by the Bob Graham 
Center on the 2nd floor of 
Pugh Hall and discover how 
to channel your passion for 
change into the practices 
and processes vital to our 
nation’s democracy.

L AT E S T  N E W S

Application period for the Tallhassee 
Internship Program (coincides with 
the 2021 Florida Legislative Session)

Deadline: Oct. 18, 2020

Apply at our Website

Early Voting for the 2020 General 
Election at the Reitz Union

Open Oct. 19-31, 2020

Voter Guide at our Website

2020 General Election

November 3, 2020

#GatorsVote

Get #VoteReadyGet #VoteReady T R O P I C A L  S M O O T H I E
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